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§1
Purpose of doctoral studies

Doctoral studies serve as evidence of a candidetegetences in independent scientific
research beyond the level and scope of a degrgegman economics.

§2
Doctoral degree

(1) The Faculty of Management and Economics at Witterdelicke University awards the
academic degree of a doctor of economics (Doctomeoliticarum — Dr. rer. pol.)
pursuant to regular doctoral procedures.

(2) It awards an honorary doctorship of economics (Borum politicarum honoris
causa — Dr. rer. pol. h. c.) on the basis of altg@ouncil resolution (8§ 18).

§3
Doctoral procedures

Requirements for successful doctoral procedures are

« completed doctoral studies,
* an academically noteworthy written thesis and
» asuccessful oral examination (disputation).

84
Doctoral committee

(1) The dean is the faculty representative for, ancharge of, doctoral procedures. The
dean may delegate this responsibility to the cleaspn of the examination committee.

(2) The faculty appoints a doctoral committee congistihthe dean and two further
professors, holders of postdoctoral lecturing dialiions or junior professors in full-
time positions at the faculty. The second and thieibers of the doctoral committee
are elected by the faculty council for a term ob tyears. The committee elects a
chairperson from among its members.
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85
Admission to doctoral studies

(1) Candidates are admitted to doctoral studies who

* apply in writing to the doctoral committee,

» provide evidence of a completed relevant degregrpro (sections 2 to 6), and

* meet the remaining admission requirements (sectiargd 8).

(2) Relevant degree programs in the sense of sectioaré/

a) a regular degree program with a standard pericuoly of at least eight
semesters, concluded with a degree other than Baichred an overall final
mark of at least “good” (better than 2.5);

b) a completed regular degree program with a stangenidd of study of at least
six semesters and subsequent appropriate studies pertinent subjects in
preparation of the doctoral project, with an oveiiabl mark of “excellent”

(1.5 or better);

c) arelevant Master program in the sense of § 61loge2tsentence 2 HG, with
an overall final mark of “good” (better than 2.5).

(3) Relevant degree programs are in particular: busisesnomics, general management,
industrial engineering, and business and compuatense. Admission is also possible
for applicants who in addition to meeting the otrexguirements submit evidence of a
degree in a field sufficiently affiliated to econims

(4) The doctoral committee may grant exemptions froguirements set down in (2)a-c
in substantiated individual cases. In case of {B¢doctoral committee decides on
equivalence of degree course and qualificatiowakes of sentence 1 and 2 the
doctoral committee may request candidates to sutmodf of preparatory studies or
qualifications.

(5) The doctoral committee may admit applicants to @@ttstudies according to (2)b on
a temporal basis. In such cases candidates must@aeqgtotal of eight credits in
preparation of their doctoral studies within a pdrof two semesters. Having acquired
these credits, candidates are finally acceptedgistered doctoral candidates;
otherwise the doctoral committee may either exteed2-semester period or withdraw
the temporal admission.

(6) Admission is also granted on the basis of a degggeaired at a university outside
Germany that is equivalent to those stipulatedatisns (2) to (5).

(7) Applicants must submit the following to the doctarammittee in writing:

a) provisional title of the doctoral thesis,

b) CV and précis of education,

C) a statement on previous or current doctoral stueleswvhere, or if applicable,
evidence of a doctoral degree acquired previously.
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(8) Applicants must name a supervisor for the doctitvedis who has confirmed in
writing to the doctoral committee his or her willimess to act as a mentor for the
candidate. If the mentor has a full-time positiothe UW/H Faculty of Management
and Economics as a professor, instructor with mmstatal lecturing qualification or
junior professor, or acts as extrabudgetary profeatsthe Faculty, then the doctoral
committee must assign this person to the appliaamt mentor. If the mentor holds an
honorary or visiting professorship at the UW/H Hacaf Management and
Economics, then the doctoral committee shall agignperson to the applicant as a
mentor. If the mentor in the sense of sentencedtsmequirements of § 65 section 1
sentence 2 HG NRW for the assessment of doctoredrpgance in a different
capacity, the doctoral committee may assign thisgeto the applicant as a mentor.

(9) Applicants acquire the status of doctoral candidatbe Faculty upon registration.
The doctoral candidate must remain registeredeatitiiversity for the entire duration
of doctoral studies.

86
Content of doctoral studies

(1) Doctoral studies have a regular duration of sixesgrs.

(2) The faculty council sets down contents of doctstatlies acting on a proposal from
the faculty professors. Candidates must acquiotsh of eight credits. Credits
acquired according to 8 5 section 5 do not couttigcontext.

(3) Doctoral studies have been successfully completesshban as all requirements of the
doctoral curriculum are met. The doctoral committaest confirm completion in
writing upon request.

(4) In substantiated cases the doctoral committee maayt gxemption from the doctoral
curriculum according to section 2, either in geheran individual cases. In case of
exemptions it is necessary to ensure that aim®ohjettives set down in section 2 are
met otherwise. Section 3 sentence 2 applies acuydi

87
Application to open examination procedures

(1) Upon successful completion of doctoral studiesdatates may apply in writing to the
doctoral committee to open examination procedures.
(2) The application must comprise.
a) the candidate’s postal address, title of doctdrasis, envisaged doctoral title, and
name of mentor;
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b) documentation of successful doctoral studies, engtion;

c) CVincluding description of personal and profesaiafevelopment, nationality;

d) statement on previous or current doctoral studesnadere, or where applicable,
evidence of a doctoral degree acquired previously;

e) four bound copies of the doctoral thesis;

f) statement that the candidate has compiled thesthe#iout assistance, has not
used other sources and tools than those indicatellhas marked text parts quoted
verbatim or in substance as such;

g) a list of the candidate’s earlier scientific pubtions in print;

h) suggestion of at least two reviewers for the dattiresis;

1) proof of effected payment of pertinent fees aceaydo current UW/H regulations
on fees.

(3) The application may be withdrawn only once. Withahis denied after receipt of
one review, or two weeks after appointment of tkengination committee.

(4) The doctoral committee decides on opening of exatiwin procedures after formal
examination of the application within one month mpeceipt, and informs the
candidate in writing without delay. The committeayngive a candidate the chance to
remedy any formal defects in the submitted documesthin a reasonable time.

88
Examination committee

(1) Having decided to open examination proceduresgddlagoral committee appoints an
examination committee for the doctoral examination.

(2) The examination committee consists of at leastgersons, one of whom may be the
mentor. Members of the examination committee muesttrariteria stipulated in 8 5
section 8 sentence 2 to 4. At least one member mest criteria stipulated in § 5
section 8 sentence 2.

(3) Examination committee members act as reviewerse#lsas examiners for the oral
examination (defense). The doctoral committee apgpane of the examination
committee members as chairperson.

89
Perfor mance

Doctoral studies are considered as successfulsepasthe doctoral thesis as well as the oral
examination are rated at least as “rite” (suffitierB.0).
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810
Doctoral thesis

(1) The doctoral thesis must be a candidate’s appradyitormulated and academically
noteworthy contribution to scientific research aodhpiled without assistance. It is
accepted that a candidate may have published epaleers on the academic topic of
the thesis.

(2) Several scientific papers already published or atecefor publication may be
accepted as a cumulative thesis if the overallre$these papers meets the
requirements of a doctoral thesis, if publicatians not too far apart in time, and are
part of a cohesive scientific context which habealescribed in a conclusive
exposition. This will be validated by the examipatcommittee pursuant to
implementation provisions to these regulations octaral procedures.

(3) The doctoral thesis must have a title page, atisbntents and a comprehensive list
of sources and literature quoted. It may be wriggher in German or in English.

(4) Each reviewer shall submit a written and substtadigeview to the doctoral
committee no later than two months after appointrasireviewer. The doctoral
committee passes the reviews on to the chairpersthe examination committee
without delay. Reviews must state acceptance ectien of a doctoral thesis. A
jointly agreed suggestion decides on acceptanogjextion. If no agreement has been
reached the doctoral committee decides on subsegiggs and may request an
additional review. In case of acceptance, the ¥ahg rating criteria apply:

summa cum laude (excellent = 0)
magna cum laude (very good = 1)
cum laude (good = 2)

rite (sufficient = 3)

Ratings of 0 (summa cum laude), 1 (magna cum lamd2) cum laude) may be
graded down by half a mark. The mark for a rejeckectoral thesis is 4 = non rite
(insufficient).

The final overall mark for the doctoral thesis &oulated from the unrounded
arithmetic mean of the two individual marks awardethe two reviews. The doctoral
committee requests an additional review if these varks differ by more than 1.0.

(5) The examination committee informs the faculty tihaisis and reviews are available
for inspection for two weeks. The examination coibeei informs the doctoral
committee whether the doctoral thesis was accegtddvith which final overall
mark, or rejected. Professors and academic stalffeofaculty are authorized to
inspect the thesis. Persons defined in 8 5 seBteantence 2 may in addition submit
written comments up to the end of the inspectiaimope The doctoral committee
decides on comments advising rejection and mayesgqan additional review for this
purpose. The doctoral committee may extend thesttsn period given in sentence 1
without stating reasons by up to 4 weeks upon r&iqpfea professor at the Faculty.
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(6) Rejection of the doctoral thesis terminates dotfm@cedures. The examination
committee decides whether to permit the candidageibmit the revised thesis a
second time with a new application and informsdbetoral committee accordingly
without delay, who will then inform the candidatewriting. One copy of the rejected
thesis is kept on file.

8§11
Oral examination (defense)

(1) Upon acceptance of the doctoral thesis the chaopeof the examination committee
determines the date of the oral examination andfie®the candidate and the doctoral
committee of this date and the marks of the reviatneast two weeks prior to this
date.

(2) The doctoral candidate, the mentor acting as the ofithe examination committee as
a rule, and the reviewer(s) as additional exam#&exn(e present at the oral
examination. The oral examination is recorded inutés which will become part of
the examination files.

(3) The doctoral candidate presents contents and esdsesults of the thesis for a
maximum period of 30 minutes. The subsequent dsscashould not exceed 60
minutes and serves to determine the candidatdisyabi substantiate, further
explicate and defend thesis results against quesséind objections on the basis of his
or her specific academic knowledge and skills. &@@mination also extends to the
theoretical and methodological background of tlesithsubject and may be held in
German or English as agreed with the examiners.

(4) Immediately after the oral examination, the memioéithe examination committee
deliberate on the candidate’s performance to agmeghether the candidate passed or
failed the examination. They also determine theknf@rthe examination pursuant to
8 10 section 4. The examiner chairing the oral eration notifies the candidate, the
examination committee and the doctoral committeth@fresult without delay.

(5) If candidates fail in the oral examination, theyymepeat the examination but only
once within one year, and no earlier than afteze¢hmonths.

(6) If candidates do not present themselves for thieesi@mination, or withdraw after the
examination has begun, the oral examination isidensd as failed. If candidates
present valid reasons for their withdrawal or albsehey must indicate and
substantiate these reasons to the chairpersom efkdmination committee without
delay. In case of illness a candidate must presemedical certificate to the
chairperson who will then, if the reasons are amrkpletermine a new date; in all
other cases the examination is considered as failed
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812
Grade awarded

(1) Upon conclusion of the last part of the examinatlmexamination committee
determines the overall final result of doctoralgadures with one of the following

grades:
summa cum laude (excellent)
magna cum laude (very good)
cum laude (good)
rite (sufficient)

(2) The grade is calculated from the mean of the olveraik for the doctoral thesis and
the overall mark for the oral examination, wherétey thesis accounts for 2/3 and the
oral examination for 1/3 of the overall final grade

(3) The grade is calculated in accordance with the nasastipulated in section 2 as
follows:

0.0 - <0.6 = summa cum laude
0.6 - <1.6 = magna cum laude
1.6 - <2.6 = cum laude

2.6 -3.0 =rite

(4) The examination committee notifies the doctohmittee of the grade achieved without
delay and passes on all examination documents.

8§13
Acquisition of doctoral title

(1) The doctoral title may be claimed only after caatkd have received the official
doctoral certificate confirming the successfullggad doctoral examination. Prior to
that they receive a provisional certificate confimgithe examination.

(2) The doctoral certificate has to be issued pursttaappendix 3 and carries the date of
the last oral examination, the university seal dr@president’s and dean’s signatures.

(3) The dean hands over the doctoral certificate #fieicandidate has delivered copies of
the thesis in accordance with § 14, and shouldbda a form appropriate to the
occasion.
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814
Publication

(1) Doctoral candidates are obliged to produce thesighin writing and to make results
available to the scientific community in appropei&rm by duplication and
circulation within one year after the last oral ewaation. If doctoral candidates fail to
meet this deadline all rights acquired by the dattexamination will be forfeited. In
justified cases the doctoral committee may extémsldeadline upon prior request. If
one of the reviewers objects to the version oftthetoral thesis intended for
publication the doctoral committee will resolve thsue.

(2) The candidate makes a doctoral thesis availaliteetgcientific community in
appropriate form by delivering, in addition to cepirequired to be filed by the
faculty, two free copies to the university librgwya the doctoral committee) on age-
resistant, wood and acid-free paper, in doubleesment and permanently preserved,
and additionally ensuring circulation either by
a) proof of distribution via professional editors wahminimum edition of 150 copies

and delivery of 15 publisher copies, or
b) delivery of an electronic version in 12 copiesniat and disk to be arranged with
the doctoral committee, pursuant to current codtuser regulations.

(3) All publications must adhere to the template fa title page of the doctoral thesis as
in appendix 1 and the template for the back otitteepage as in appendix 2.

(4) Proof of distribution of cumulative doctoral thegessuant to § 10 section 2 ensues
from proof of acceptance for publication or effecpiblication of individual papers.

(5) In cases described in section (2) b) and in (4) dictoral candidate confers the right
to the university to produce and distribute, or makailable in data banks, additional
copies of the doctoral thesis in the context of/ersity libraries’ statutory duties.

(6) Copies submitted with the application remain wité teviewers.

§15
Withdrawal of doctoral title and deception attempt

(1) If prior to receiving the doctoral certificate aaioral candidate turns out to be guilty
of deception in connection with his or her perfontein doctoral procedures, or if
essential requirements for doctoral proceduresdutrio have been erroneously
assumed to be met, the doctoral procedures ararddatull and void. The doctoral
committee will decide on such cases.

(2) The doctoral title may be withdrawn pursuant tawtay regulations. The doctoral
committee will decide on such cases.
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§16
I nspection of procedural files

(1) Upon conclusion of doctoral procedures, the dottmadidate has the right to inspect
the files of the procedures and is furthermoretlextito inspect, prior to the oral
examination, the two reviews of the doctoral theside made available to the
candidate by the chairperson of the examinationneitt®e upon request.

(2) The right to inspect procedural files includes cdates’ right to make photocopies at
their own cost.

§17
Publicity

The oral examination is open to faculty members noti the subsequent discussion nor
announcement of results to the candidate.

§18
Honorary doctorship

(1) The faculty is entitled to award an honorary dashgy in economics (Dr. rer. pol. h.
c.) for outstanding academic merits or merits wfggsional practice in those fields of
research and teaching represented at the faculty.

(2) The faculty council decides on honorary doctorshdpsorresponding decision
requires a comprehensive submission presenteduppded by at least three
professors, instructors with postdoctoral lectuguglification of junior professors at
the faculty, to be addressed to the dean in wrifiinge decision requires approval by
2/3 of all voting members.

(3) An honorary doctorship requires approval by thea&eonf Witten/Herdecke
University.

(4) The honorary doctorship enters into effect upordivanover the doctoral certificate
issued to this purpose explicating the honoredgmesanerits. The president and the
dean will sign the document and hand it over.
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§19
Entry into force and transitional arrangements

(1) These regulations on doctoral procedures enterfante on February 1, 2013.
Registration under earlier versions of these raguia passed by the Faculty of
Management and Economics is no longer possibleoasthat date.

(2) Any doctoral procedures opened previously (accegtas doctoral candidate
according to 8 5 of regulations on doctoral procedyassed September 17, 1985 in
the amended version issued August 1, 2010) wiidesrned by that version up to
and including December 31, 2014 as deadline fomssdion of the thesis. From then
on current regulations on doctoral proceduresapflly to those candidates as well.
The doctoral examination may follow current regiolas on doctoral procedures upon
a candidate’s request.

(3) Any doctoral procedures opened previously (accegtas doctoral candidate
according to 8 5 of regulations on doctoral procedyassed September 17, 1985 in
the amended version issued October 24, 2001) wijdverned by that version up to
and including December 31, 2012. From then on atinegulations on doctoral
procedures according to (1) will apply to thosedidates as well. The doctoral
examination may follow regulations according to{p)to and including December
31, 2014.

(4) The doctoral committee may extend the deadlinailstipd in (2) by up to two years in
substantiated individual cases. The same apli€® sentence 3.

(5) Issued on the basis of the Senate’s decision ddedmber 6, 2012 and confirmation
of equivalence with pertinent state university lagans by the NRW Ministry of
Innovation, Science and Research dated Janua®023,- AZ.: 221-7.04.02.01/146
(9686).

Witten, January 25, 2013
Prof. Dr. Martin Butzlaff

President, Private Universitat Witten/Herdecke gGImb

Trandation: July 2013. Theoriginal German version islegally binding.
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Appendix 1to Regulations on Doctoral Procedures

Template for title page of doctoral thesis

(Title of doctoral thesis)
Inaugural doctoral thesis
to be awarded the title of a Doctor of Economics
at
Witten/Herdecke University

in the field of management and economics

submitted by:

(first name, surname)

from (place of birth)

(year of print)
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Appendix 2 to Regulations on Doctoral Procedures

Template for back of title page

First reviewer:
Second reviewer:

Date of oral examination:
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Appendix 3 to Regulations on Doctoral Procedures

Template for Doctoral Certificate

Mr/Ms First name, surname,

born in (place of birth) on (date of birth),

successfully completed regular doctoral procedures

at the Faculty of Economics, Witten/Herdecke Ursitgr

with his/her doctoral thesis entitled:

(title of doctoral thesis)

in evidence of his/her abilities to pursue indemsmdcientitif research.
With this document the University awards the acadditbe of a:

Doctor of economics(Dr. rer. pol.)

The overall final mark awarded is:

(mark).

In witness thereof this document was issued bedhiaginiversity seal.

Witten, (date of last oral examination)
(Name)
President
(Name)

(Dean)
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